
BLUE RAIDER SPORTS WEEK JAN 11 TO 16 

BY LARRY ETTER  

 

  The delayed 2020-21 winter sports season finally got underway last week with quite a bit of 

action for Middletown Area High School teams.   

  The wrestling team had just one match and posted a 60-6 victory over Susquehanna Township 

in a successful start.  The boys basketball team played three games, coming away with wins in 

two of the contests.  And the girls basketball squad came up winless in its three games in a 

rebuilding year under a new head coach.   

 

Wrestling  

  The Blue Raiders hosted the Indians on Thursday and easily defeated the undermanned 

Susquehanna Township team 60-6.  The short-handed Indians were forced to forfeit 8 of the 13 

weight classes in the dual meet.  Caden Paul (132), Trey Kephart (152), Isaac Lupp (160), Ayden 

Miller (189), Sam Miller (106), Chance Sweeney (113) and double forfeits at 120 and 126 

benefitted from the free passes. 

  After suffering its only loss at 138 early in the match the Blue Raiders recorded pins in every 

other matchup to win in a rout.  At 145 Dominic Corradi pinned Jaedyn Hopkins-Seward to start 

the winning streak.  Others recording pins were: Vinny Corradi over Faisel Yacouba at 172, Matt 

Mitchell over Rayshawn Johnson at 215, Sebastian Dash over Kylee Page at 285.  

  The Blue Raiders are scheduled to host Bishop McDevitt this week in a key dual.   

 

Boys Basketball  

  The busy week started off with an overtime loss at York Suburban on Monday, but the Blue 

Raiders rebounded with victories over visiting Camp Hill on Friday and Columbia on early 

Saturday afternoon to post an early 2-1 season record.   

  On Monday the Raiders overcame a 14-9 deficit at the end of the first quarter to claim a 27-24 

lead at the halftime break. An even 12-12 draw in the third period kept the Raiders ahead 39-36 

heading into the game’s final eight minutes.  But York Suburban outscored the Middletown side 

15-12 in the fourth and the game went into overtime.  In the extra session the host Trojans 

outpointed the Raiders 10-5 to claim the well-fought 61-56 win.  Tymir Jackson led all scorers 

with a game-high 22 points and Derek Wall added 11 in the loss.  York Suburban finished with 

three players in double figures, led by Aiden Hughley’s 18.   

 



  On Friday at home the Blue Raiders trailed visiting Camp Hill through the entire game before 

rallying in the final period to pull out an exciting 64-62 victory in a Mid Penn Capital Division 

clash.  The Lions led 21-6 at the end of the first period as the Raiders got off to a rough start.  

The home team made just 3 of 15 shots in that opening frame, but improved on offense in the 

second, making 6 of 14 from the floor.  The revival dug the Blue Raiders out of the big hole and 

made it a 4-point game by halftime.  Tymir Jackson, Tate Leach, T.J. Daniels, Tony Powell and 

Brock Welsh teamed for 11 points in the frame to get the Raiders back in it.   

  But Camp Hill’s well-run offensive and defensive game plan allowed the Lions to hold their 

lead in the third quarter, expanding the lead to 43-28 with two minutes left in the period.  

Jackson’s 7 points, however, helped close the gap to six, 43-37, heading into the final frame.   

But, with 6:01 left in the contest the Lions had surged to a 51-41 lead, casting a cloud over the 

home team’s hopes for a game-changing rally.  Fortunately, the Raiders never quit and took on 

the task in front of them.  Contesting Camp Hill shots and grabbing key rebounds in a pivotal run 

the Blue Raiders outscored the Lions 17-5 in a four-and-a -half minute span to take a 57-56 lead. 

The run started with a goal by Derek Wall off a Jackson assist and ended with a bucket by 

Powell following his block of a Lions’ shot.  To help seal the deal, Leach drained two free 

throws with 59 seconds left and Jackson followed a Camp Hill miss with a goal that pushed the 

Middletown lead to 61-56 with 20 seconds on the clock.  After Camp Hill pulled to within 62-59, 

Powell calmly dropped in a pair of foul shots that insured the win.  Jackson ended with 23 points 

while Camp Hill’s Cam Ochs finished with a game high 27.   

  On Saturday the Blue Raiders hosted Columbia from the Lancaster-Lebanon league and led for 

nearly the whole game on their way to a pleasing 58-52 victory.  The Raiders led 15-6 at the end 

of the first quarter, 30-20 at the half and 41-30 at the end of the third period against a good 

Columbia team.  The Crimson Tide made a game of it in the fourth quarter pulling to within two 

points, 46-44, with 3:06 left, but the home team turned back the rally in the late going.  Tajae 

Broadie, seeing his first action of the season, put back a rebound and made a foul shot at 2:06 to 

give the Raiders a 52-46 cushion, enough to absorb a pair of late threes by Columbia.  Jackson, 

Leach, Daniels and Broadie combined for 51 points in the win.  Kerry Glover led the Tide with 

17 points.   

 

Girls Basketball  

  With new head coach LaSonda Dixon’s rebuilding project under way the Middletown girls 

struggled for the start of the new season, suffering losses in all of the three games played last 

week.  With just two seniors on the team, Dixon knows not to expect too much from her young 

team.  The Lady Raiders opened up by hosting York Suburban on Monday, and visited Camp 

Hill on Friday and Columbia on Saturday. On the plus side, junior Makayla Claggett has been an 

offensive leader, scoring a combined 56 points in the first three games.   

 



  York Suburban got off to a good start, dominating the game in the first half on its way to a 30-

13 lead at the break.  The Raiders came back with a better second half, scoring a combined 20 

points in a better effort.  And, although the score ended up in the Lady Trojans favor, 62-33, the 

Middletown squad showed some fight and improvement in the second half.  Claggett, Christine 

Miller, Peyton Attivo and Tamia Hill teamed for 13 points in the fourth quarter in the loss.  

  On Friday the Raiders travelled to Camp Hill and, again, got off to a slow start in the Capital 

Division contest.  Scoring just 9 points in the first two quarters, the Lady Raiders fell behind by a 

36-9 score at the break and had to fight back in the second half.  But, fight they did, and the 

effort netted the team 33 second-half points in a spirited rally.  That early deficit was just too 

much to overcome, however, and the Lady Lions held on for the 61-42 win.  Claggett recorded a 

game-high 21 points in the loss.  Six other players put numbers in the scorebook.   

  At Columbia on Saturday the Raiders were dealt another loss, with the host Tide claiming a 62-

30 victory.  The Lady Raiders, again struggling to put up points, posted just 9 in the first, 2 in the 

second and 7 in the third to fall behind their hosts 60-18.  The Tide was limited to just two points 

in the final frame, while the Raiders collected 12 in a better finish.  Columbia placed three 

players in double figures while Claggett led the way with 18 markers. 


